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in terrible commotion; in fact, while the hail was falling,
a sort of tumbling in the clouds ^ was noticed as they
came up from the north-west and south-west, and about
where they appeared to meet was the point from which
the funnel was seen to descend. There was but one
funnel at first, which was soon accompanied by several
smaller ones, dangling down from the overhanging clouds
like whip-lashes, and for some minutes they were appear-
ing and disappearing like faii'ies at a play. Finally one
of them seemed to expand and extend downwards more
steadily than the others, resulting at length in what
appeared to be their complete absorption. This funnel-
shaped cloud now moved onward, growing in power and
size, whirling rapidly from right to left, rising and
descending, and swaying from side to side. When within
a, distance of three or four milesf its terrible roar could be
heard, striking terror into the hearts of the bravest." The
eye-witness judged that the funnel itself would reach a
height of about five hundred feet from the ground. As
the storm crossed a river, a cone-shaped mass came up
from the earth to meet it, carrying mud, debris, and a
large volume of water (Fig. 57). The cloud then passed
the observer's house very near to 4 p.m. The progressive
velocity at the time was considered to be about thirty
miles per hour, although at Delphos, three and a half
miles distant, it had slackened down to near twenty miles.
A few minutes previous to and during the passage of the
funnel, the air was very oppressive; but ten minutes
after, the wind was so cold from the north-west that it
became necessary to wear an overcoat when outside*
As the tornado struck the house, another member of